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FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE

COALITION FOR SUSTAINABLE CITIES & REGIONS
IN THE NEW UN DEVELO PMENT AGENDA

HABITAT Il CONFERENCE: BACKGROUND

Habitat Il is the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustaina ble Urban
Development. It took place in Quito, Ecuador on 17-20 October 2016. The conference
was a once in a generation opportunity to tackle, as well as guide, the global megatrend
that is urbanization in a manner consistent with internationally agreed frameworks on
sustainable development, climate change disaster risk reduction, humanitarian issues,
and others.

As the cities of the world grow and expand at historically unprecedented rates, and the
understanding of the vital importance of cities for sustainable development becomes a
key focus at the global level, the significance of the Habitat Il | process cannot be
overstated. This is especially true in light of the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the
Paris Agreement on climate change. The Habitat IIl Conference, which brought
together critical players in the implementation and delivery of sustainable development
policy, namely local and regional governments, helped provide a vision for the
localization of the aforementioned global policy frameworks.

The UN General Assembly, in Resolution 67/216, decided to establish a preparatory
committee (PrepCom) to carry out the preparations for the conference. The PrepCom,
following the same resolution, had three meetings in the time leading up to the
conference:

1 PrepCom 1was held in New York (17-18 September 2014);

T PrepCom 2 was held in Nairobi, Kenya (14-16 April 2015);

1 PrepCom 3was held in Surabaya, Indonesia ( 25-27 July 2016).

The preparatory process resulted in the adoption of the New Urban Agenda, the
intergovernmentally negotiated framework and outcome of Habitat 1ll. Throughout the

process, the Communitas Secretariat was an activeand engaged participant, working
especially to bridge existing gaps between this and other sustainable development



frameworks. Communitas has had great success in achieving its goals within the
process.

This report details the work and efforts of the Communitas Secretariat during the
meetings and events of the Habitat Il Conference in Quito.




REPRESENTATION BY THE COMMUNITAS SECRETARIAT

Ms. Maruxa Cardama, Executive Coordinator , played a leading role in the work and
advocacy efforts of the Communitas Secretariat throughout the entire Habitat Il
process In Quito, she moderated and spoke at a number of events, especially on
integrated territorial development. She also helped support the work of key
stakeholder groups at the conference

Mr. Christopher Dekki , Policy Analysis & Advocacy Officer , helped support the
advocacy efforts of the Communitas Secretariat as well as Communitas Advisory Board
members like the UN Major Group for Childr en and Youth (UN MGCY). Chris also
participated in a number of stakeholder-led events and spoke on multiple panels in
Quito.

Mr. Felix Dodds , Special Advisor to the Coalition , played his usual role as civil society
21 UPEIT 2 wgedéhuekpéri ircQuito. Felix also moderated and spoke on a number
of panels on a variety of topics.

Mr. James Goldstein, Research Director, brought his policy knowledge to a number of
panels and sessionsin Quito and played a leading role in Communitas zwork around
public private partnerships (PPPs).



COMMUNITAS AT THE HABITAT 1ll CONFERENCE

CHILDREN AND YOUTHA SSEMBLY

Communitas Secretariat member Christopher Dekki played a central role in the Habitat

[Il Children and Youth Assembly , which took place on 15 October. He was primarily

the chair of the drafting committee of the UUIl OEOCOaz UwOUUEOOI wEOBEUOI
advised the Organizing Committee of the Assembly and worked with the Habitat Il

Secretariat on logistics.

During the Assembly, Chris conducted a
critical session on follow-up and review
mechanisms for the New Urban Agenda
and focused specifically on the Quito Youth
Commitments (QYC) of the UN Major
Group for Children and Youth (UN
MGCY). He instructed participants on the
numerous meetings and fora by which the
New Urban Agenda can be reviewed and
provided them with tools by which they
can participate in the review process.

Finally, on behalf of the UN MGCY, Chris worked closely with Communitas core
partner ICLEI on a youth and mayors roundtable during the Assembly, which featured

a number of key local authorities leaders from California, Sri Lanka, Istanbul, Malaysia,
and the Netherlands. As the moderator of the roundtable, Chris was able to challenge
the local leaders on how they can incorporate young people into the development and
governance of their cities, as well as find ways to help strengthen the important
relationship between youth organizations and local government s.




WORLD URBAN CAMPAIGN STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

Communitas Secretariat members, Maruxa
Cardama and Christopher Dekki, participated in
this session of the World Urban Campaign
(WUC) Steering Committee Meeting (SCM),
which took place on 15 October. At this SCM,
elections were held to decide upon the member
organizations of the WUC that would act as the
official chairs of the newly formed constituency
groups, which are meant to mirror those 16
groups that already exist within the Gener al Assembly of Partners (GAP). Moreover,
new chairs of the WUC itself were elected from within the membership, both of whom
come from a background of activism, marking an interesting shift for the campaign as a
whole.

For the past several years, Communitas played a vital role in the work of the WUC ,

especially in the production of key documents on policy and the future of the campaign .

It also was active in a number of the working groups meant to advance the work of the

campaign. Nevertheless, as the Communitas projectwill close at the end of 2016 this
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Chris thanked all those in attendance for their work and collaboration , especially the

UN -Habitat coordinators of the campaign.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PARTNERS

The GAP general meeting at the Habitat Il Conference was a critical moment in
attempting to formalize the next steps for stakeholder engagement in the
implementation, follow -up, and review of the New Urban Agenda. During the
meeting, which took place on 17 October, proposals were made to amend the GAP
constitution and come up with a way forw ard for the GAP as a whole, as well asthe
individual 16 Partner Constituent Groups (PCGs)

During the meeting, Communitas

Secretariat members Maruxa Cardama
and Christopher Dekki played a key role.
Maruxa helped to interpret the discussion

for Spanish speakers while Chris
formulated language proposals for the
vision of the next version of GAP. He also
made suggestionstowards a concrete plan




for establishing a functioning coordination mechanism for stakeholders in the New

Urban Agenda.

Since the inception of the GAP at the Second Preparatory Committee of Habitat Ill in
Nairobi in April 2015, Communitas has been active in the efforts of the Professionals
PCG of the GAP and has made valuable contributions to the platform as a whole. As
the GAP enters a new phase of work and advocacy, Communitas will continue to
provide support w here possible through its PCG until the Communita s project comes to

a closeat the end of 2016.

FORD FOUNDATION GRANTEE BREAKFAST

The Ford Foundation, on 17 October, the
first official day of the conference, brought
together its grantees that have been
working within the Habitat Il process. The

entire Communitas team took part in t his
session. Christopher Dekki played a
particular ly critical role as he was a
facilitator of one of the small group
discussions of the event. As a facilitator,
Chris posed a number of questions to the
participants in his group about the next

steps in the implementation, follow -up, and
review of the New Urban Agenda. There
was also discussion on how the grantees of
Ford can work together to achieve their
goals, especially in post-Quito work.

After the small group discussions, Chris was
tasked with presenting the outcomes of his
group to the larger group of grantees. He
took part in a panel of presenters and
facilitators.

URBAN -RURAL LINKAGES IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW URBAN AGENDA

Maruxa Cardama was the moderator of this event organized by the UN Centre for
Regional Development (UNCRD) on 17 October. It was the first in a number of events
co-organized and curated by the Communitas Secretariat on the topic of integrated
territorial development and urban -rural linkages at the Habitat 1ll Conference. This



event was a follow-up of a similar panel hosted by UNCRD during the Third
Preparatory Committee of Habitat Ill in Surabaya, Indonesia in July 2016, which was
also moderated by Maruxa.

This panel brought together a number of speakers from multiple sectors, including UN -
Habitat, academia, practitioners, and others. All had contributed to a compilation of
papers on the topic of urban-rural linkages and have been working together closely on
the topic.

URBAN STAGE: PRESENTATION OF THE QUITO YOUTH COMMITMENTS

This event, organized by the
UN MGCY on 17 October,
served as the official launch of
the Quito Youth Commitments
(QYC), which, as mentioned
above, EUT w UT 1 w 4 -
post-Quito commitments
around the implementation,
follow -up, and review of the
New Urban Agenda.

The QYC includes critical advocacy
work around fora for review of the

implementation of the agenda, the
promotion of the work and campai gns
of young scientists around sustainable
urban development, and a partnership
between the UN MGCY and
Communitas core partner ICLEI
around the so called Cities 2030
Young Professionals Program.

This event was co-hosted with the Office of the President of the General Assembly and
featured the PGA himself, as well as a number of mayors and local leaders from ICLEI.
Chris presented the joint work between the UN MGCY and ICLEI around the Young

Professionals Program. Chris also explained how Communitas helped to plant the
seeds of this key partnership that will be critical in the next stages of the New Urban
Agenda.



URBAN AGENTS OF CHANGE: ENSURING THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF
ADOLESCENTS IN CITIES

Christopher Dekki was invited to moderate this event on 17 October, which was co-
organized by the Every Woman Every Child (EWEC) Campaign, Save the Children, the
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the Secretary General (EOSG). The event featured a nmber of speakers from a variety
of backgrounds, as well as the Deputy Executive Director of UN -Habitat, Aisa Kacyira,
and the CEO of Save the Children.

As moderator, Chris highlight ed the
importance of young people in
sustainable urban development and
used his experience in youth
advocacy to focus the conversation on
key topics in the area of adolescent
health, especially in urban areas
wracked by a lack of development.
The participants were able to interact
with the panelists and describe their
commitm ents around the topic in
relation to the New Urban Agenda.




NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US: MECHANISMS FOR YOUTH
ENGAGEMENT IN THE MONITORING, REVIEW, AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE NEW URBAN AGENDA

Christopher Dekk i helped to support this side event organized by the UN MGCY on 18
October. It featured small group discussions on the QYC and how young people see
their participation in those commitments. Chris was especially important in the
planning of the side event, as well as the outreach necessary to asure its success.

PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS FOR URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE

At the World Stage exhibition space at
the conference, Communitas hosted e
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ongoing work around the topic. At
this event, a number of speakers were
convened to comment on the
principles for PPPs for urban
infrastructure compiled by
Communitas  Secrdariat member
James Goldstein. They also shared
their general views on PPPs.

BY NEXT CITY

James also presented tlke principles while F elix
Dodds moderated the event. The speakers came
from diverse backgrounds, including a regional

government from Brazil and a representative of

Public Services International (PSI).
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The principles for PPPs for urban infrastructure, devised through the work of the
Communitas Coalition, are as follows :

1. Public authorities must evaluate the potential life -cycle costs, benefits, and risks
of a range of available infrastructure financing and management alternatives,
including the public financing option.

2. In evaluating alternative financing and management alternatives, public
EUUT OUPUPTI UwlOl 1l EWUOWEOOEUEUVUWEEUI i UOwW?5EOQU]
costs of overseeing the process and other potential hidden costs.

3. Meaningful and sustained consult ation with and participation of end -users and
other (local) stakeholders in decision making through a deliberative process,
from design to implementation and evaluation, including prior to infrastructure
project initiation.

4. PPPs should be initiated by the public sector and be consistent with long-range
sustainable development plans (the public interest is paramount).

5 -1 1 Ew?UOUOE wI OE E Ofrld ofuldwOhigh btadd@als dd publiauiand
corporate governance including: fair competition laws, transpare ncy,
accountability and enforcement mechanisms, and adequate anticorruption
provisions.

6. Public authority must have the capacity to negotiate and independently oversee
implementation of PPP s on an equal basis with private sector counterparts.

7. Appropriate ( equitable) risk sharing (based on assessment of public interest),
with caution concerning any public sector guarantees.

8. Remuneration to the private party(ies) should be linked to predetermined,
mutually -agreed performance metric.

9. The sources of revenue topay the private partner should be clearly identified
and made transparent from the outset of a PPP.

10. Provide employment preference to local labor and, where it exists, to unionized
labor to ensure health and safety protections, honor prevailing wage rates, and
maintain benefit commitments (e.g., pensions, holidays). At a minimum, jobs
EUI EUl EwWOUUUWEEPET wEawUOT T w(+. zUwWEI ET 60wk OU

11.Include provisions for responsibilities regarding social and environmental
aspects of the projects, as well as risk alloation in case of unforeseen events.

12.Consider the full life -cycle of assets (design, build/rehabilitate, finance, maintain,
operate) including potential side effects and externalities.

13.Clear, independent performance monitoring and reporting mechanisms. Thes e
Ul OUCEWDOEOQUET wxUOYPUPOOUWUOWOOODPUOUWXUDYE
rights principles and coherence with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

14.Transparency measures should be maintained throughout the lifecycle of the
project, including f ull and proactive public disclosure of PPP agreements, with
specific  accountability instruments that establish performance -based
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responsibilities of all parties. Governments should include PPPs in national
accounts rather than off-balance sheet, so they wald be part of debt
sustainability analyses.

15.Include clear, mutually acceptable dispute resolution procedures as well as
defined mechanisms for renegotiation, with full public disclosure of
renegotiation process and results.

16.Include clear grounds and procedures for terminating the partnership, with full
disclosure of the terms of termination within the PPP agreement.

FOSTERING RESILIENCE AND RENEWABLES THROUGH INNOVATION i
ESSENTIAL INGREDIENTS FOR AN INTEGRATED AND TRANSFORMATIVE
NEW URBAN AGENDA

This critical networking event, organized by ICLEI and several others on 18 October,
featured a number of mayors and local government leaders from within the ICLEI
network. Communitas Secretariat member James Goldsteinwas also a speaker on the
panel. The speakers dscussed the innovative approachesof their cities in their attempts
to tackle climate change and promote

renewable energy. The acting mayor of

Vancouver and the mayor of Thimpu, Bhutan

in particular showcased how their cities are at

the forefront in the fight to make cities more

sustainable and resilient.

James brought his knowledge and expertise on

the topic to the panel. As a researcher who has
worked on these issues for many years, James
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